ISLINGTON HOMELESSNESS FORUM

MINUTES OF THE 16TH July 2002

At ISLINGTON TOWN HALL

1. Welcome & Introductions

See attached for attendees list.

The information in the last minutes with regard to the Finsbury Park Street Drinkers Initiative (FPSDI) was wrong and misleading this was solely the responsible of Luton Sinfield who omitted to proof read the minutes before they were posted out. I apologise unreservedly and am pleased to clarify that FPSDI was only shut for a very short time and the full details are listed below.

2. Apologies

Were received from Sarah French, Kevin Rothero, Karen Hurley, Harriet Neuberger, Vicky Lavelle-Davies and Barney Wells.

3.  Minutes 21/05/2002
a) The minutes were approved [prop'd DO’C, 2nd YW]

b) There were no matters arising

4.  Presentation by Health Action at Crisis - Bolaji Bank-Anthony

A handout was kindly provided by Bolaji Bank-Anthony who gave a general idea on some of the ways in which Health Action at Crisis is helping to ensure that health related issues among homeless people is given priority in terms of developing new strategies.  The Health Improvement and Modernisation Programmes now currently underway within the local authorities and the newly developed Primary Care Trusts are an essential way of ensuring that homeless person’s needs are taken into account within the context of developing new policies and procedures. Anyone wishing to make any comments or suggestions in terms of good working practices, gaps in services and provisions for socially excluded groups or any other related concerns can contact Bolaji Bank-Anthony at Health Action at Crisis, Warwick House, 25/27 Buckingham Palace Road, London SW1W 0PP.  e-mail:  bolaji.bank-anthony@crisis.org.uk.
Presentation by Department of Work and Pensions, London - Michael Fothergill

Michael Fothergill accompanied by Sue Flower and Bernie Ryan kindly gave an overview of the services carried out by The London Homeless Services Team. 

There are presently two teams, one based at Tavis House in Bloomsbury, and the other at Kennington Park.  There are currently eleven Outreach Officers and it is hoped that staff numbers will be increased at some point.  The sphere of the team’s activity is to go out into the community and specifically work with the homeless client group.  The role of the outreach worker is to work within the London-wide homeless community to conduct outreach sessions in locations such as day centres, hostels, rolling shelters, prisons and hospitals.   The work covers areas such as offering evidence of identity interviews, general enquires and liaison with local offices to get claims paid quickly, gaining access to benefits, in particular, the difficulties experienced by Asylum Seekers. 

Presently there are nine Homeless Person Liaison Officers (HPLO) who currently work with voluntary and statutory organisations such as the GLA, The Homeless Directorate, and the new Strategic Partnerships.   Their role is to deliver homelessness awareness training to Department of Work and Pensions and Job Centre Plus staff.  Training, consultancy and advice is also offered within the Voluntary Sector and to housing benefit providers.  Close links are maintained with hostel workers and a telephone service is offered to organisations that the team is not physically able to visit. 

The team is prepared to conduct presentations and training sessions to organisations wishing to gain further knowledge on benefits.

Anyone interested in finding out more about the types of services that the London Homeless Services Team offers can contact: -

Michael Fothergill, Man. on: 020 7200 6200 or at michael.fothergill@dwp.gsi.gov.uk

Sue Flower (HPLO) on: 020 7200 6093 or at sue.flower@dwp.gsi.gov.uk.
Simon Pannell (HPLO) on 020 7200 6145 or at simon.pannell@dwp.gsi.gov.uk
(Handouts available on request).

5. Update on Community Network Developments

Unable to bring up to date at this meeting as Vicky Lavelle-Davis was not available to comment at this time.  However, information is available by logging on to the IVAC Website at www.ivac.org.uk or alternatively, contacting IVAC directly on: 020 7226 4862.

6. Information Exchange

Members gave an outline of new developments/changes to their services.  Details are attached.

7. Draft Business Plan

Unable to update as Karen Hurley not in attendance at this time.

8. Finance/Fund-raising

Financial report unavailable at this meeting.

a) HAZ Grants Project

b)  Social Events

a) Haz Grant – Luton reported that the advert for the Admin. person would be more widely circulated in the event of recruiting someone quite quickly.

Action LS.  

b) Social Events – Nothing planned for the immediate future.

9. Website

Luton to discuss matter further with Mark from Gems Outreach in terms of modifying the website.  










           Action LS.

10. AOB

None at this time

11. Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting will take place on Tuesday 17th September 2002, from 10.30 a.m. – 12.00 p.m. at Islington Town Hall.

Meeting Adjourned.
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Management Committee Members at this meeting

Luton Sinfield (Chair) 
 
St. Mungo’s  020 8600 9169

Yvonne Wright


Focus Homeless Outreach Team: 020 7530 5757

Denise O’Connor

Archway Drop-in Centre: 020 7272 9205

Joseph Martins

SDA Church, Holloway: 020 7359 6189

Information Exchange

SDA, Holloway: Wednesday Group going on very well from 11.00 – 3.30 p.m.

Finsbury Park Street Drinkers Initiative: It was recently reported that the Finsbury Park Street Drinkers Initiative was being taken over by Equinox and was going through major staff changes.  This has been proved to be unfounded and the FPSDI would like it to be known that the only change made to the project, has been recent recruitment of their new Project Co-ordinator, Bill Kane.  Services currently being offered at FPSDI are a wet service for street drinkers, day centre activities, drug advice is offered on a Monday afternoon.  They also provide free meals for clients from Monday to Thursday.  (Opening hours – 9.00 a.m. – 3.00 p.m. daily).

Archway Drop in: Client numbers seem to be increasing especially with younger people turning up.   Generally, on a whole quite busy.

St. Mungos: 
The Outreach services have been extended to continue up until March 2003. 
